
 

11 March 2010 

 

Dear Parents 
 
On Tuesday you should have received a letter about the Learning Conferences which are happening at our 
school next week. It is our expectation that every child will participate in a learning conference and we would 
urge you to let us know via the return slip when you are available to come. This is an extremely important 
meeting at which will be shared the plans we have in place to help your child achieve at the highest level in our 
school.  
 
On Monday your child will bring home their learning portfolio for you to look at prior to the conference. 
Please take some time to look at it with your child and provide the opportunity for them to talk to you about 
their learning. You can also jot down any questions you may have about what is in the portfolio for the 
conference later in the week. 
 
There will also be an interim report in the portfolio outlining goals and next learning steps for your child in 
reading, writing and maths. We have tried to write these interim reports in plain English and we welcome your 
feedback if any comments are not clear.  
 
One of the main purposes of the learning conferences is to share ways that you can help at home with your 
child’s learning. Please come to the conferences with ideas about how you can help your child at home and as a 
staff we have been coming up with some ideas of our own. Together we can make a difference to all students 
and their learning. 
 
Kids do make a difference!Kids do make a difference!Kids do make a difference!Kids do make a difference!    
Last year Gemma Goldfinch encouraged her class to write to New Zealand authors giving them feedback about 
their books. One of our students, Losi, wrote to Sandy McKay, the author of My Dad, the All Black. Last week a 
member of the Tawa community heard Sandy McKay speak at a conference. During her talk she read out the 
letter from Losi telling the audience that she had received the letter at a time when she was feeling quite low 
and that it had really picked her up. Isn’t New Zealand a small place and what a lovely reminder about the 
power of children to make a difference? 
 
I do hope that your week is going well and we look forward to catching up with everyone at next week’s 
learning conferences. 
 

Kind regards, 
 

 
Carolyn Stuart 
Principal 
 

 
 



Room 14 on the MoveRoom 14 on the MoveRoom 14 on the MoveRoom 14 on the Move    
 

On Wednesday Room 14, along with Room 13, 

moved back into their refurbished classrooms.  

The classes had been based temporarily in the 

Science Room and Room 6 while work was being 

done on their classrooms. 

 

The refurbishment involved taking out the 

extremely unpleasant toilets from the back of 

Rooms 13 and 14, and also removing the somewhat 

impractical back rooms that previously existed. 

These changes have resulted in much larger 

teaching spaces being provided in each room, 

along with more useable space in the back rooms.  

Together these mean both rooms are now much 

more flexible teaching environments.  A double door between each of the rooms also provides 

more opportunities for co-operative tasks between the two classes. 

 

Rooms 15 and 16 will now undergo the same refurbishment and have moved to the same 

temporary homes of the Science Room and Room 6. 

 

The colours in the new areas of each class are 

bright and cheery and although Mr O’C said pink 

wouldn’t be his first choice, it does link well with 

Pouakai’s syndicate colour which is, of course, 

pink. 

 

One very useful feature of the rooms is the new 

wet area.  This is great for cleaning up after 

some messy learning or simply for filling a drink 

bottle on a hot day. 

 

The task of moving was no easy task.  Teachers are notorious hoarders so all of the class had to 

put in a big effort carrying all the resources and furniture (only the light stuff) from the 

Science Room down to Room 14.  Most of the students would now be qualified to help their 

parents with any moving jobs but be careful about which Year 8 boys you let loose with a trolley 

of valuable gear.  After the massive effort of lugging all the gear under a hot sun, the class sat 

down to some well earned chocolate-coated girl guide biscuits washed down with a cold coke or 

lemonade.  A cold drink always tastes better after some hard work. 
 



SCHOOL NOTICES 
 
SICKNESS AT SCHOOLSICKNESS AT SCHOOLSICKNESS AT SCHOOLSICKNESS AT SCHOOL    
If children become sick during the day they are sent to the school office. They should not be contacting their parents directly by mobile 
phone.  If the office staff think they are not well enough to remain at school then parents/caregivers are contacted to come and collect 
them. It is important that if your contact details change then you let the office know so that we always have the most up to date 
information about your child. 
 
MESSAGES FOR STUDENTSMESSAGES FOR STUDENTSMESSAGES FOR STUDENTSMESSAGES FOR STUDENTS    
The office can only pass on URGENTURGENTURGENTURGENT messages to students.  It is disruptive to the children and teachers to have messages being phoned 
through at all times of the day. 
    
CELLPHONESCELLPHONESCELLPHONESCELLPHONES    
All items confiscated by the teacher, e.g cellphones/MP3 players need to be picked up by a parent from Mrs Bray-Burns’ office. 
    
SECURITYSECURITYSECURITYSECURITY    
Students bringing cellphones/ipods or expensive items to school do so at their risk.  The facility is available for students to put these items 
in a locked drawer in the teacher’s desk.  If they do not make use of this facility, the school holds no responsibility for their loss. 
 
PAID UNION MEETINGPAID UNION MEETINGPAID UNION MEETINGPAID UNION MEETING            
The paid union meeting on Thursday 25 March 2010 has been postponed.  School will finish at the usual time on that day. 
 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES ELECTIONS IN 2010BOARD OF TRUSTEES ELECTIONS IN 2010BOARD OF TRUSTEES ELECTIONS IN 2010BOARD OF TRUSTEES ELECTIONS IN 2010    
The elections for the Intermediate’s Board of Trustees for a new three year term are to be held in early May 2010. The Intermediate is 
permitted to have five parent representatives and may co-opt other members. Nominations will be called for on 15 March 2010. A letter 
will be posted to all parents/caregivers in the next few weeks. Nominations will close on Friday 23 April 2010 at noon. Voting papers 
which will have been posted out are to be returned by noon on Friday 7 May 2010. 
 
AUSTRALIAN SCHOOLS COMPETITIONAUSTRALIAN SCHOOLS COMPETITIONAUSTRALIAN SCHOOLS COMPETITIONAUSTRALIAN SCHOOLS COMPETITION    
If you wish your children to participate in these competitions, please fill out the form your child has brought home and return it, with the 
required fee, by 19 March.  A copy of the information is available on the website. 
 
LEARNING CONFERENCESLEARNING CONFERENCESLEARNING CONFERENCESLEARNING CONFERENCES    
Learning conferences will take place on 17 and 18 March.  School will close at 2.00pm on both those days.  You will have received a 
notice on Tuesday re appointment times.  
 
DO YOU ENJOY READING WITH CHILDREN?DO YOU ENJOY READING WITH CHILDREN?DO YOU ENJOY READING WITH CHILDREN?DO YOU ENJOY READING WITH CHILDREN?    
Tawa Intermediate School is looking for volunteers to come on a Thursday morning at 9:15 and/or 9:45 to read with students who need 
some reading practice.  If you are interested in joining our group of volunteers from the community, or just want to know more, please 
call Angela on 2325201 extension 226. 
 
 
TAWA INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL UNIFORM WINTER OPTIONSTAWA INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL UNIFORM WINTER OPTIONSTAWA INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL UNIFORM WINTER OPTIONSTAWA INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL UNIFORM WINTER OPTIONS    
In preparation for winter, listed below are the winter uniform options for Tawa Intermediate School for 2010. 
The Intermediate’s additional winter uniform options are:- unisex trackpants, rain jacket, polar fleece top, school scarf and girls navy unisex trackpants, rain jacket, polar fleece top, school scarf and girls navy unisex trackpants, rain jacket, polar fleece top, school scarf and girls navy unisex trackpants, rain jacket, polar fleece top, school scarf and girls navy 
opaque tights.opaque tights.opaque tights.opaque tights.     
 
An order form (incl. prices) for all items is available from the office, the Uniform Shop and is on our website.    
 
Unisex TrackpantUnisex TrackpantUnisex TrackpantUnisex Trackpant    
Samples are available for students to try on so that the correct size can be purchased. Prices start at $55.00 
 
Polar Fleece TopsPolar Fleece TopsPolar Fleece TopsPolar Fleece Tops    
We still have a small supply of the old style polar fleece tops and are selling these off at the bargain price of $19.50bargain price of $19.50bargain price of $19.50bargain price of $19.50.   This is below cost! 
These can be worn indefinitely.  
Note: The old style polar fleece tops have elastic in the wrist and waist bands (the new tops do not). 
The available sizes are:  Size: 8, 10, 14, 16, S, L 
We also have a good supply of the new polar fleece topsnew polar fleece topsnew polar fleece topsnew polar fleece tops, these are excellent quality and are fantastic for warmth for those really cold 
winter days. Polar fleece tops are $60.00 for all sizes. 
 
School Rain JacketSchool Rain JacketSchool Rain JacketSchool Rain Jacket    
We have purposely left the jacket generic so that students are able to wear them to other activities outside of school. However, it is our 
school jacket and, as such, should be the only jacket your child wears to school. Price for all sizes is $35.00 
 
ScarfScarfScarfScarf    
Our School Scarf is available for $18.00. 



 
Navy Opaque TightsNavy Opaque TightsNavy Opaque TightsNavy Opaque Tights    
Available in sizes:  9 – 10 years, and 11 – 14 years at $12.00 each. 
  
POSITIVE PUPILSPOSITIVE PUPILSPOSITIVE PUPILSPOSITIVE PUPILS  
 

RespectRespectRespectRespect    ProtectionProtectionProtectionProtection    CaringCaringCaringCaring    FairnessFairnessFairnessFairness    HonestyHonestyHonestyHonesty    
    
LauraLauraLauraLaura----Jane DouchJane DouchJane DouchJane Douch    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    

    
Matt OgilvieMatt OgilvieMatt OgilvieMatt Ogilvie    
Connor WoolfConnor WoolfConnor WoolfConnor Woolf    

    
Stephanie BlackfordStephanie BlackfordStephanie BlackfordStephanie Blackford    
Azariah RingiaoAzariah RingiaoAzariah RingiaoAzariah Ringiao    
Aliysha FramheimAliysha FramheimAliysha FramheimAliysha Framheim    
Dinura Dinura Dinura Dinura PereraPereraPereraPerera    
Angus LewryAngus LewryAngus LewryAngus Lewry    
Caitlin IfiCaitlin IfiCaitlin IfiCaitlin Ifi    
Gus McHaleGus McHaleGus McHaleGus McHale    

    
Gus McHaleGus McHaleGus McHaleGus McHale    

    
RRRRiley Crosbieiley Crosbieiley Crosbieiley Crosbie    
Gus McHaleGus McHaleGus McHaleGus McHale    

 

The Little Red BookThe Little Red BookThe Little Red BookThe Little Red Book    
New to our area 
An alternative to the Entertainment Book 
    
The Little Red BookThe Little Red BookThe Little Red BookThe Little Red Book contains $1000 worth of Discounts $1000 worth of Discounts $1000 worth of Discounts $1000 worth of Discounts ranging from 25252525----50% off50% off50% off50% off and 2222----forforforfor----1111 Vouchers on meals, coffees/drinks and 
entertainment from lots of great places like Dockside, Tulsi, The Flying Burrito Brothers, Muffin Break, Sky City; a free WOF inspection 
worth $47. 
 

• Fits Fits Fits Fits into pocket/handbag into pocket/handbag into pocket/handbag into pocket/handbag ––––    so discreso discreso discreso discreeeeettttly there when neededly there when neededly there when neededly there when needed....    
• Can recoup investment by just using “coffee/drinks” vouchers or using oCan recoup investment by just using “coffee/drinks” vouchers or using oCan recoup investment by just using “coffee/drinks” vouchers or using oCan recoup investment by just using “coffee/drinks” vouchers or using one meal voucher. Vouchers valid to 28 February 2011.ne meal voucher. Vouchers valid to 28 February 2011.ne meal voucher. Vouchers valid to 28 February 2011.ne meal voucher. Vouchers valid to 28 February 2011.    
• Great gift ideaGreat gift ideaGreat gift ideaGreat gift idea    ––––    personal or corporate.personal or corporate.personal or corporate.personal or corporate.    
• Chance to win a Luxurious Weekend Away at the Intercontinental Hotel in Wellington.Chance to win a Luxurious Weekend Away at the Intercontinental Hotel in Wellington.Chance to win a Luxurious Weekend Away at the Intercontinental Hotel in Wellington.Chance to win a Luxurious Weekend Away at the Intercontinental Hotel in Wellington.    

    
Limited stock for sale and at $29.95 they will sell fast, so please support your child’s school and buy your copy now. 
$8 from the purchase of each book is donated to Tawa Intermediate$8 from the purchase of each book is donated to Tawa Intermediate$8 from the purchase of each book is donated to Tawa Intermediate$8 from the purchase of each book is donated to Tawa Intermediate    
    
    
COMING EVENTSCOMING EVENTSCOMING EVENTSCOMING EVENTS    
Piwakawaka syndicate trip  12 March 
Girls Self Defence   11/12 March 
Learning Conferences  17/18 March 
Last day of term   1 April 
First day of term 2  19 April 
 
 
PUBLIC NOTICES 
 
Author Visit 
Derek Landy, the British author of the hugely popular Skulduggery Pleasant books will be at The Children's Bookshop in Kilbirnie 
Plaza on March 30th from 4pm until 4.30pm to meet his readers and sign copies of his books.  All are welcome, there is no charge, and 
readers may bring their books with them for signing. 
  
Tawa Junior Hockey Club. 
Registrations for anyone interested in playing 11-a-side turf hockey are on March 9th and 11th, 6:00 – 7:00pm @ North City Cricket 
Clubrooms, Gee St, Linden.  Players from previous years and any new players in years 5-8 are welcome.  Subs: $115 first child; $95 each 
additional child.  For further information contact Rik Foote on ph: 2355105 or email: rik459@hotmail.com. 
 
Badminton 
Junior Badminton club and coaching will commence at the Wellington North Badminton Association hall at Taylor Park, Tawa from this 
Friday 12 March.  6.00 pm -7.30pm.  Our 6 court badminton hall is immediately south of the Kapi-Mana tennis courts, adjacent to 
Redwood rail station.  This session is open to all primary & intermediate aged students.  Cost is $3 per session.  We can provide racquets 
for loan, but players must have suitable non-marking footwear.  Please feel free to pass on this information to any parents & young 
players who may be keen.  Beginner players welcome.  Sessions will be managed by experienced coaches Maggie Lee & Ian Brown 
throughout the year.   For any further information, please phone Ian Brown 2360323.   
 
School Holiday Croatian Dancing 
Children of Croatian descent are warmly encouraged to join in a school holiday activity for 2 hours a day:  Monday 5 – Friday 9 April, 
with a performance in front of family and friends on Saturday 10 April.  Fees $30 per student.  Contact Jude Urlich 970 1154 or 021 
0497455 by Sunday 14 March. 


