
18 March 2010 

Dear Parents 

Learning ConferencesLearning ConferencesLearning ConferencesLearning Conferences    

I would like to say a big thank you to everyone for attending the 
learning conferences this week. One of the great things about 
working in a Tawa school is the support we get from families 
around student learning. It is really important that we all work 
together to raise student achievement and we know that the more 
involved students are in the process, the better the result. 

As always, we welcome any feedback about the reporting process. 
The new format we have used this time is as a direct result of the 
changed legislation around National Standards. Please let us know 
what you think. 

FeedbackFeedbackFeedbackFeedback    
As a school we are really grateful to community members who take the time to give us feedback. In particular we are 
always keen to hear ways in which we can improve what we are delivering as a school. We would encourage families to 
approach us sooner rather than later so we can fix things in the shortest possible time. 

As part of the school’s regular cycle of self-review we invite parents to give us feedback about our policies and procedures. 
The easiest way to do this is online although we can provide paper feedback forms, through the school office, if this is more 
convenient. 

To review policies online we use Tawa Intermediate’s Schooldocs website. Click here for a short movie that shows you 
how to participate in these reviews. 

This term we are reviewing our policy on ‘alcohol, drugs and other harmful substances’ and ‘improve educational 
outcomes for Maori students’. We recommend you go to the Schooldocs website, familiarise yourself with the policy you 
wish to give feedback on and then hit the policy review button.  

There are many schools in New Zealand that use Schooldocs to manage their policies and procedures. Schooldocs 
aggregates the feedback from all schools about the various policies and we are able to compare what our community thinks 
with many other school communities. Policies are re-written as a result of the feedback received and we will review our 
implementation if indicated. Over the past year we have worked really hard to get all of our policies and procedures onto 
this site so that they are available to everyone in our community. 

School DatabaseSchool DatabaseSchool DatabaseSchool Database    
At the beginning of this year we began to migrate the school across to a new database on which we store student 
information. As with anything to do with IT there have been some glitches embedding the new system. Please let us know 
of anything you come across. We are looking forward to the new system being able to provide us with more detailed 
reports about attendance, behaviour and progress and achievement in learning. We are also hoping in the future to give 
parents real-time access to achievement information we hold about their child.    

I thank you for your continued partnership with us as a school, 

Kind  regards, 
 

 
Carolyn Stuart 
Principal 
 
 



ROOM 11 
 
As part of our citizenship unit Kakapo Team walked to Willowbank Park 

to celebrate becoming citizens. Each class made a flag and each student 

was given a passport with our very own Kakapo Team Oath of 

Allegiance printed on it.  After making the oath we sang the National 

Anthem and then it was time to feast and celebrate.  Here are some of 

Room 11’s 50 word stories that describe aspects of the day, using show 

don’t tell techniques. 

 

Tackle 

SLAM! I hit the soft grass. Cam just tackled me. I feel like I can’t get up. My ankle is throbbing harder than a 

bass drum. There are people rushing and diving around me. I roll onto my back and see the light, blue sky and 

the dazzling sun. 

Samuel 

 

The Playground 

I shot off to the swings like an angry tortoise (which is not very fast.) 

The first chance I got, I raced to the swings. 

I swung like a mad person.  I swung for approximately three minutes.  When I hopped off, I walked around for 

a long time. 

Glenys 

 

Taking Pictures 

Click; click flash; flash “Would you stay still?” While everyone is swearing the oath I’m taking pictures. We 

started to sing our National Anthem.  We could hear Baxter in the background screaming the words out loud 

like he was charging at his prey.  Everyone was laughing, having fun. 

Selena 

 

Bullrush  

It was awesome we started the game Bullrush! There I go, I was running full pelt at Esi.  I grab his legs then 

boom he hits the ground like a bullet. I get up, I’m so happy that I tackled him. After that we started the game 

again and then… 

Baxter 

 



SCHOOL NOTICES 
 
 
    

ROOM 3 ROOM 3 ROOM 3 ROOM 3 ----    STAMPSSTAMPSSTAMPSSTAMPS    
Our class have been making stamps which looked totally awesome. In these stamps 
there were four sections that we had to complete. In the first and second section we 
had to draw things that we liked to do or just something about us. Then in the last two 
sections we had to do one on our class [room3], and one about our school [Tawa 
Intermediate]. If we wanted our stamps printed in to real stamps, we could. We were 
having votes on the class one and the one that got to be the class stamp was Teagan’s 
one. Yesterday we presented a set of stamps to our Principal, Mrs Stuart for the school 
to have. 
  
 By Maddy and Nikki 
    

    
 
CULTURAL PERFORMANCESCULTURAL PERFORMANCESCULTURAL PERFORMANCESCULTURAL PERFORMANCES        
At Tawa Intermediate we believe it is important to expose students to a variety of cultural experiences by outside 
performers. Over the years we have viewed items such as dancers from the Torres Straits, story tellers from NZ and speech 
makers from Australia. We have 3 performances booked for this year. 
 
On March 22 Dylan Elise is performing as a professional drummer. Dylan is an ex pupil of Tawa Intermediate and he 
performs an exciting programme with a free workshop afterwards for those students who are interested in drumming. This 
performance costs $2. 
 
Our second performance is on Wednesday 31 March when the Ugly Shakespeare Company performs ‘The Scottish Play’. 
This performance costs $4. 
 
The third performance this year will be in June when the Storylines Festival perform a musical based on children’s stories. 
This performance will cost $4.50. 
 
We hope students enjoy and appreciate these differing cultural experiences. 
Phillipa Christie (Cultural Coordinator) 
 
 
PAID UNION MEETINGPAID UNION MEETINGPAID UNION MEETINGPAID UNION MEETING – NEW DATENEW DATENEW DATENEW DATE     

We have received a new date for the NZEI stop work meeting for teachers.  The meeting will be held on Tuesday, 27 April 
2010.            This means that children will be goThis means that children will be goThis means that children will be goThis means that children will be going home at 12.15pm, the beginning of lunchtime, on that day.ing home at 12.15pm, the beginning of lunchtime, on that day.ing home at 12.15pm, the beginning of lunchtime, on that day.ing home at 12.15pm, the beginning of lunchtime, on that day.    
    
    
EARTH HOUREARTH HOUREARTH HOUREARTH HOUR    
Earth Hour 2010 is fast approaching: at 8.30pm Saturday 27 March millions of people across the globe will switch off their 
lights for one hour to send the message that by acting together to fight climate change we can make a difference. 
 
In 2009 Earth Hour reached a billion people and over half of New Zealand took part! 
 
WWF is asking people all over New Zealand to show they are willing to be part of the solution – individuals, 
families, businesses and communities are all urged to flick the switch on Saturday March 27. 
    
    
PORIRUA GRAND TRAVERSEPORIRUA GRAND TRAVERSEPORIRUA GRAND TRAVERSEPORIRUA GRAND TRAVERSE    
The Porirua Grand Traverse is a fun event held 28 March 2010.  This year the organisers have kindly added a fun run/walk 
event, of which $5 of each registration goes towards your nominated school famine funds.  
 
For more information check out the website, www.poriruagrandtraverse.co.nz 
 



 
 
AUSTRALIAN SCHOOLS COMPETITIONAUSTRALIAN SCHOOLS COMPETITIONAUSTRALIAN SCHOOLS COMPETITIONAUSTRALIAN SCHOOLS COMPETITION    
If you wish your children to participate in these competitions, please fill out the form your child has brought home and 
return it, with the required fee, by 19 March.  A copy of the information is available on the website. 
 
SICKNESS AT SCHOOLSICKNESS AT SCHOOLSICKNESS AT SCHOOLSICKNESS AT SCHOOL    
If children become sick during the day they are sent to the school office. They should not be contacting their parents 
directly by mobile phone.  If the office staff think they are not well enough to remain at school then parents/caregivers are 
contacted to come and collect them. It is imporIt is imporIt is imporIt is important that if your contact details change then you let the office know so that tant that if your contact details change then you let the office know so that tant that if your contact details change then you let the office know so that tant that if your contact details change then you let the office know so that 
we always have the most up to date information about your childwe always have the most up to date information about your childwe always have the most up to date information about your childwe always have the most up to date information about your child    in the case of an emergencyin the case of an emergencyin the case of an emergencyin the case of an emergency. 
 
MESSAGES FOR STUDENTSMESSAGES FOR STUDENTSMESSAGES FOR STUDENTSMESSAGES FOR STUDENTS    
The office can only pass on URGENTURGENTURGENTURGENT messages to students.  It is disruptive to the children and teachers to have messages 
being phoned through at all times of the day. 
    
CELLPHONESCELLPHONESCELLPHONESCELLPHONES    
All items confiscated by the teacher, e.g. cellphones/MP3 players need to be picked up by a parent from Mrs Bray-Burns’ 
office. 
 
SECURITYSECURITYSECURITYSECURITY    
Students bringing cellphones/ipods or expensive items to school do so at their risk.  The facility is available for students to 
put these items in a locked drawer in the teacher’s desk.  If they do not make use of this facility, the school holds no 
responsibility for their loss. 
 
TAWA INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL UNIFORM WINTER OPTIONSTAWA INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL UNIFORM WINTER OPTIONSTAWA INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL UNIFORM WINTER OPTIONSTAWA INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL UNIFORM WINTER OPTIONS    
In preparation for winter, listed below are the winter uniform options for Tawa Intermediate School for 2010. 
The Intermediate’s additional winter uniform options are:- unisex trackpanunisex trackpanunisex trackpanunisex trackpants, rain jacket, polar fleece top, ts, rain jacket, polar fleece top, ts, rain jacket, polar fleece top, ts, rain jacket, polar fleece top,     
school scarf and girls navy opaque tights.school scarf and girls navy opaque tights.school scarf and girls navy opaque tights.school scarf and girls navy opaque tights.  
 
An order form (incl. prices) for all items is available from the office, the Uniform Shop and is on our website.    
 
Unisex TrackpantUnisex TrackpantUnisex TrackpantUnisex Trackpant    
Samples are available for students to try on so that the correct size can be purchased. Prices start at $55.00 
 
Polar Fleece TopsPolar Fleece TopsPolar Fleece TopsPolar Fleece Tops    
We still have a small supply of the old style polar fleece tops and are selling these off at the bargain price of $19.50bargain price of $19.50bargain price of $19.50bargain price of $19.50.   This is 
below cost! These can be worn indefinitely.  
Note: The old style polar fleece tops have elastic in the wrist and waist bands (the new tops do not). 
The available sizes are:  Size: 8, 10, 14, 16, S, L 
We also have a good supply of the new polar fleece topsnew polar fleece topsnew polar fleece topsnew polar fleece tops, these are excellent quality and are fantastic for warmth for those 
really cold winter days. Polar fleece tops are $60.00 for all sizes. 
 
School Rain JacketSchool Rain JacketSchool Rain JacketSchool Rain Jacket    
We have purposely left the jacket generic so that students are able to wear them to other activities outside of school. 
However, it is our school jacket and, as such, should be the only jacket your child wears to school. Price for all sizes is 
$35.00 
 
ScarfScarfScarfScarf    
Our School Scarf is available for $18.00. 
 
Navy Opaque TightsNavy Opaque TightsNavy Opaque TightsNavy Opaque Tights    
Available in sizes:  9 – 10years, and 11 – 14years at $12.00 each. 
  



NATNATNATNATIONAL STANDARDS TRAINING FOR BOARDSIONAL STANDARDS TRAINING FOR BOARDSIONAL STANDARDS TRAINING FOR BOARDSIONAL STANDARDS TRAINING FOR BOARDS    
Board members and any prospective trustees are invited to a free workshop/seminar to learn about the National Standards 
and the Board’s role in their implementation in your school.  These will be facilitated by a Board Trainer and will 
commence at 7.00pm and be of approximately two hours duration. 
 
The evening will include information on: 

• The New Zealand curriculum and how standards link with and support it 
• The roles of boards, principals and teachers in implementing the National Standards 
• Sources of information alignment with charters, planning and reporting 

 

DateDateDateDate    VenueVenueVenueVenue    FacilitatorFacilitatorFacilitatorFacilitator    

Thursday, 25 March 2010 Redwood School, Tawa Lesley Moffatt 

 
    
    
POSITIVE PUPILSPOSITIVE PUPILSPOSITIVE PUPILSPOSITIVE PUPILS  
 

RespectRespectRespectRespect    ProtectionProtectionProtectionProtection    CaringCaringCaringCaring    FairnessFairnessFairnessFairness    HonestyHonestyHonestyHonesty    
    
Joseph EstabilJoseph EstabilJoseph EstabilJoseph Estabillolololo    
    
George MowbrayGeorge MowbrayGeorge MowbrayGeorge Mowbray    
    
Connor FreemanConnor FreemanConnor FreemanConnor Freeman    
    
    

        
Brenna McEwanBrenna McEwanBrenna McEwanBrenna McEwan    
    
Oceana DaveOceana DaveOceana DaveOceana Dave    
    
McKenzie McKenzie McKenzie McKenzie 
RadovanovichRadovanovichRadovanovichRadovanovich    

    
CJ HollandCJ HollandCJ HollandCJ Holland    

    
Oceana DaveOceana DaveOceana DaveOceana Dave    

 
 

The Little Red BookThe Little Red BookThe Little Red BookThe Little Red Book    

New to our area 

An alternative to the Entertainment Book 

 
The Little Red Book contains $1000 worth of Discounts ranging from 25-50% off and 2-for-1 Vouchers on meals, 
coffees/drinks and entertainment from lots of great places like Dockside, Tulsi, The Flying Burrito Brothers, Muffin Break, 
Sky City; a free WOF inspection worth $47. 
 
- Fits into pocket/handbag – so discretely there when needed. 
- Can recoup investment by just using “coffee/drinks” vouchers or using one meal voucher.  
- Vouchers valid to 28 February 2011. 
- Great gift idea – personal or corporate. 
- Chance to win a Luxurious Weekend Away at the Intercontinental Hotel in Wellington. 

 
Limited stock for sale and at $29.95 they will sell fast, so please support your child’s school and buy your copy now.   $8 
from the purchase of each book is donated to Tawa Intermediate. 
    
    
    
COMING EVENTSCOMING EVENTSCOMING EVENTSCOMING EVENTS    
 
Last day of term   1 April 
First day of term 2  19 April 
NZEI Stop work meeting  27 April 
 



 

PUBLIC NOTICES 

 
Cross Country – Olympic Harriers 
Do you love cross country running or want to get fit for the winter sports season?  Olympic Harriers is holding its 
introduction and opening day on Saturday 27 March at 1pm at Alex Moore Park in Johnsonville.  Training days start the 
first Tuesday of term 2 from 4pm to 5pm or 5pm to 6pm.  Contact Jo Murray on jo@kellysports.co.nz or 2329409 for 
more info or check out our website www.olympicharriers.org.nz.  We’re a family club so welcome all ages from 5 years 
old and above.  We are also holding our first Porirua City Scenic Fun Run or Walk around the spectacular Whitireia 
Peninsula on Sunday 18 April.  Starts and finishes at Onepoto Park.  There is a kids’ 1km fun run which you can enter on the 
day.  Details on our website. 
 
Kelly Sports Holiday Indoor Soccer Tournament 
We are running a year 7 and 8 indoor soccer tournament at Porirua Indoor Sports from 1.30pm to 4.30pm on Thursday 8th 
and Friday 9th of April during the school holidays.  Enter as a team of five or six.  For an enrolment form or more info 
contact Jo Murray on jo@kellysports.co.nz or 232 9409 or go to our website www.kellysports.co.nz.  

 
 

MATHS TUTORING 
 

After school tutoring availableAfter school tutoring availableAfter school tutoring availableAfter school tutoring available    
1 + 1 = 31 + 1 = 31 + 1 = 31 + 1 = 3    

Does your child need help with Math?Does your child need help with Math?Does your child need help with Math?Does your child need help with Math?    
 
I am a student in Year 13 at Tawa College and have had many years of experience working with younger children.  Maths 

is a strength of mine and I take Level 3 Statistics and Calculus at school. 
 

For more information contact:  Heidi Ann (04) 232 9972Heidi Ann (04) 232 9972Heidi Ann (04) 232 9972Heidi Ann (04) 232 9972 
 
 
School Holiday Computer Classes 
Wellington and Lower Hutt 1 to 5 day holiday computer classes for students aged 5-15.  From essential computer skills to 
advanced classes in game creation, animations, graphics, web design, filmmaking and video editing, program or build and 
upgrade computers. For further information call Ed Brown on 499 2211 or www.grandtraining.co.nz. 
 
 
Newtown Movie School 
Holiday Programme - April 12 to 16 
Be part of making a short film and create your own stop motion movies 
A full-on week of creativity and movies 
12 places only 
You can view previous movies and get contact and registration details from www.acumen.net.nz/pages/MovieSchool.html 
 
 
School Holiday Croatian Dancing 
Children of Croatian descent are warmly encouraged to join in a school holiday activity for 2 hours a day:  Monday 5 – 
Friday 9 April, with a performance in front of family and friends on Saturday 10 April.  Fees $30 per student.  Contact Jude 
Urlich 970 1154 or 021 0497455 by Sunday 14 March. 
 
 
  

ZoneZoneZoneZone    Dance Dance Dance Dance AcademyAcademyAcademyAcademy    DiscoDiscoDiscoDisco    
Venue - Zone Dance Academy, 11 Mohuia Crescent, Elsdon. 
Saturday March 27th from 6pm – 8.30pm.  ALL WELCOME. 

Dress colourful, fun, bright and crazy!!! 
$2 entry at door.  Sausage sizzle, food, drinks and glow sticks on sale. 

 
Come and have fun dancing the night away!! 


