Dear Parents

It was lovely to see everyone again after the two week break. | had a
busy time in the holidays being a ‘mentor in residence’ at the First
Time Principals’ conference in Auckland during the first week and
attending a course called ‘Carrying the Tapa’ in the second week. The
‘Carrying the Tapa’ course set out to help non-Pacific Islanders
understand the needs of Pasifika students in our school. It was a
fantastic three days and | learnt a lot about how we can support this
group of learners and their families.

We have a very full and exciting term plan at Tawa Intermediate. We
are continuing our school-wide topic of Citizenship with many
students having the opportunity to explore aspects of this topic
through individual inquiry. Term two is also a great time to really
settle into some regular and in-depth teaching of the foundational
skills of literacy and numeracy. In the latter part of the term we will be sending home the learning portfolios for a
‘home-based’ learning conference. It is very powerful when we can create authentic home/school partnerships.

-

This week we have hosted over 30 leaders from a variety of Wellington
schools who have participated in a leadership course with David Anderson, an
outstanding educator from Australia. The course has focused on the skills and
strategies all teachers need to establish effective learning relationships both
with other educators and students. It has also been interesting for many of our
students to witness firsthand a group of adult learners working hard at their
learning.

At the leadership course we have been exploring Joan Dalton’s work on the
world of ‘fixity’ and the world of possibility. The world of ‘“fixity’ is a place
where knowledge is something to be acquired, either/or thinking dominates
and society relies on hierarchy, control and compliance. The world of possibility sees knowledge as a resource, a
dynamic inter-connected system where ‘both-and’ thinking, diverse perspectives and multiple realities exist and
leadership is a collective phenomenon of shared power and control. This latter seems a more realistic metaphor for
living in the 21*" century and presents many challenges as we think about what skills and knowledge our 21* century
students need to be successful.

One of the more interesting things we grapple with as a 21* century school is that from the outside our buildings still
look pretty much the same as they did in the 1970’s. But we know that the world has changed remarkably in the last 40
years and so too has what happens in classrooms. Our ongoing challenge is to think about how we educate for 21"
century learning. The notion of the world of possibilities helps us to do this.

| do hope that you have had a week full of possibilities,



Miss Miller’ s Recent Adventures Abroad
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SCHOOL NOTICES
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The Little =red Book

New to owyr area
Awn alternative to the Entertalnment Book




The Little Red Book $1000 worth of Discounts 25-50% off 2-for-1
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Fits into pocket/handbag - so discreetly there when needed.

Can recoup investment by just using “coffee/drinks” vouchers or using one meal voucher.
Vouchers valid to 28 February 2011.

Great gift idea - personal or corporate.

Chance to win a Luxurious Weekend Away at the Intercontinental Hotel in Wellington.

B OCiC.
t $8 from the purchase of each book is donated to Tawa Intermediate.
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Diane Levy is the author of “Of course I love you...NOW GO TO YOUR ROOM”

Tue 11 May @ 7.15 pm - 9.45 pm
@ the Hall at Queen Margaret College
Corner Hobson St & Fitzherbert Tce
Thorndon
Wellington

Tickets $20

Tickets available on Www.parenthelp.org.nz or call 802 5767




