
 

22 April 2010 

Dear Parents 

It was lovely to see everyone again after the two week break. I had a 

busy time in the holidays being a ‘mentor in residence’ at the First 

Time Principals’ conference in Auckland during the first week and 

attending a course called ‘Carrying the Tapa’ in the second week. The 

‘Carrying the Tapa’ course set out to help non-Pacific Islanders 

understand the needs of Pasifika students in our school. It was a 

fantastic three days and I learnt a lot about how we can support this 

group of learners and their families.  

We have a very full and exciting term plan at Tawa Intermediate. We 

are continuing our school-wide topic of Citizenship with many 

students having the opportunity to explore aspects of this topic 

through individual inquiry. Term two is also a great time to really 

settle into some regular and in-depth teaching of the foundational 

skills of literacy and numeracy. In the latter part of the term we will be sending home the learning portfolios for a 

‘home-based’ learning conference. It is very powerful when we can create authentic home/school partnerships. 

This week we have hosted over 30 leaders from a variety of Wellington 

schools who have participated in a leadership course with David Anderson, an 

outstanding educator from Australia. The course has focused on the skills and 

strategies all teachers need to establish effective learning relationships both 

with other educators and students. It has also been interesting for many of our 

students to witness firsthand a group of adult learners working hard at their 

learning. 

At the leadership course we have been exploring Joan Dalton’s work on the 

world of ‘fixity’ and the world of possibility. The world of ‘fixity’ is a place 

where knowledge is something to be acquired, either/or thinking dominates 

and society relies on hierarchy, control and compliance. The world of possibility sees knowledge as a resource, a 

dynamic inter-connected system where ‘both-and’ thinking, diverse perspectives and multiple realities exist and 

leadership is a collective phenomenon of shared power and control. This latter seems a more realistic metaphor for 

living in the 21
st

 century and presents many challenges as we think about what skills and knowledge our 21
st
 century 

students need to be successful. 

One of the more interesting things we grapple with as a 21
st

 century school is that from the outside our buildings still 

look pretty much the same as they did in the 1970’s. But we know that the world has changed remarkably in the last 40 

years and so too has what happens in classrooms. Our ongoing challenge is to think about how we educate for 21
st

 

century learning. The notion of the world of possibilities helps us to do this. 

I do hope that you have had a week full of possibilities, 

 
Carolyn Stuart 
Principal 
 
 
 



Miss Miller’s Recent Adventures Abroad 

 
During the last two weeks of Term 1, I was privileged enough to travel to 
Nepal and India to participate in a ‘Hike for Hope’ – a charity challenge, run 
through World Vision and Intrepid Tours. The dual purpose of the trip, 
which began with a seven day trek from Kathmandu and up into the 
foothills of the Himalayas, was to raise money for a World Vision 
community development project in India – which we then visited during the 
second half of the trip.  
 
The fundraising aspect of the trip was 
almost more of a challenge than the 
hike itself, so being over there and 
seeing the difference that our funds 
were able to make was really moving. 

We were all required to make a donation of $2,300 (part of which 
was raised through a school mufti day last term) , and with a group of 
22, were able to donate close to $50,000. Our funds contributed 
towards the work of World Vision in the village of Dumaria (which is 
about a 6 hour drive from Kolkata), providing educational facilities 
and paying for school equipment such as text books, toilet facilities, 
desks and chairs for the classrooms, sport and art equipment, clean 
drinking water facilities, and bicycles so children can safely commute to 
school. These have been able to make a huge difference to the lives of those involved. Until now, this 
community has had many struggles resulting from its poor agriculture, including regular food shortages 
and problems in the areas of health, education and economy.  In Dumaria, literacy rates have been some 
of the worst in India, especially for girls.  
 
Whilst visiting the villages I was also able to visit my sponsor child, which was a very special experience 
and one that I will never forget. Despite having so little, the people we met were so warm, gentle and 
amazingly generous.  

 
There are so many aspects about travelling to a third world 
country that I have found so invaluable, and for which I am 
very thankful. Whilst on the one hand - shocking, sobering, 
saddening and angering, and causing me to feel so full of 
questions about how I have managed to end up in the 
minority of the world who have more than we know what to 
do with; I can’t help but return to NZ feeling slightly altered 
internally, challenged, and with a greater desire to use that 
which is in my means, to do whatever small bit I can in 
response to the needs that I am surrounded by. In the words 
of Mother Teresa: “We ourselves feel that what we are 

doing is just a drop in the ocean. But the ocean would be less because of that missing drop.” 
 
 



SCHOOL NOTICES 
 
PAID UNION MEETINGPAID UNION MEETINGPAID UNION MEETINGPAID UNION MEETING – NEW DATENEW DATENEW DATENEW DATE     
We have received a new date for the NZEI stop work meeting for teachers.  The meeting will be held on 
Tuesday, 27 April 2010 at 2.30pm.            This means that This means that This means that This means that children will be going home at children will be going home at children will be going home at children will be going home at 2.152.152.152.15pm pm pm pm on that day.on that day.on that day.on that day.        Bus 
students will be supervised at school until the buses leave. 
 
    
CAMP 2010CAMP 2010CAMP 2010CAMP 2010 
Camp will take place during Term 4 of this year. Syndicates will each be spending four days and three 
nights in the Wairarapa.  Listed below are the dates each syndicate will be attending camp.      
 
Pouakai  (Week 1) 11-14 October 
Huia (Week 2) 18-21 October 
Kakapo (Week 3) 27-29 October 
Tui (Week 4) 1-4 November  
Toroa (Week 6) 15-18 November 
Piwakawaka (Week 8) 29 November- 2 December  
 
The cost of the camp will be $230.00 per student. The cost for families who have 2 or more students 
at the school attending camp will be $210.00 per student. The office will be sending out an invoice for 
camp at the beginning of next week with payment options.  
 
To help raise funds for the school and camp we are holding a 5km Fun Run. This will involve students 
gathering sponsors who will donate money in exchange for the students completing the course.  This 
year half the sponsorship raised by individual students will go towards their personal camp fee.  Details 
of the Fun Run will be coming home with your child today.  
 
More details about the camp will follow in future newsletters. 
 
    
    
POSITIVE PUPILSPOSITIVE PUPILSPOSITIVE PUPILSPOSITIVE PUPILS  
 

RespectRespectRespectRespect    ProtectionProtectionProtectionProtection    CaringCaringCaringCaring    FairnessFairnessFairnessFairness    HonestyHonestyHonestyHonesty    
    
Libby MacraeLibby MacraeLibby MacraeLibby Macrae    

        
CJ HollandCJ HollandCJ HollandCJ Holland    
    
Riley CrosbieRiley CrosbieRiley CrosbieRiley Crosbie    
    
    

        

 
    
 

The LittThe LittThe LittThe Little Red Bookle Red Bookle Red Bookle Red Book    
New to our area 

An alternative to the Entertainment Book 

 



The Little Red Book contains $1000 worth of Discounts ranging from 25-50% off and 2-for-1 
Vouchers on meals, coffees/drinks and entertainment from lots of great places like Dockside, Tulsi, The 
Flying Burrito Brothers, Muffin Break, Sky City; a free WOF inspection worth $47. 
 
Fits into pocket/handbag – so discreetly there when needed. 
Can recoup investment by just using “coffee/drinks” vouchers or using one meal voucher.  
Vouchers valid to 28 February 2011. 
Great gift idea – personal or corporate. 
Chance to win a Luxurious Weekend Away at the Intercontinental Hotel in Wellington. 
 
Limited stock for sale and at $29.95 they will sell fast, so please support your child’s school and buy 
your copy now.   $8 from the purchase of each book is donated to Tawa Intermediate. 
 
 
    
COMING EVENTSCOMING EVENTSCOMING EVENTSCOMING EVENTS    
 
NZEI Stop work meeting  27 April (school finishes at 2.15pm) 
Fun Run    12 May  
 
 
 
 

PUBLIC NOTICES 
 
Do you know someone who invests time and effort on a voluntary basis in the Tawa community?  If 
you do, nominate them for the TAWA COMMUNITY CIVIC AWARDSTAWA COMMUNITY CIVIC AWARDSTAWA COMMUNITY CIVIC AWARDSTAWA COMMUNITY CIVIC AWARDS....    
    
The awards recognise and show appreciation to groups or individuals who enhance our community 
and make it a better place to live.  Nomination forms are available from the Library, or call 027 232 
2320.  Nominations close on Friday 21 May. 
 

 

Gifted Child?Gifted Child?Gifted Child?Gifted Child?     Here’s another chance to come and try out One Day School, New 
Zealand’s longest running programme for gifted learners.  On Friday 30 April 2010Friday 30 April 2010Friday 30 April 2010Friday 30 April 2010, 
Mind Adventure Day (MAD) sessions will be held 9.00 - 11.45am for children aged 6-8 
years, and from 12.45 - 3.30pm for children aged 9-12 years, in our One Day School 
classroom at Rangikura School, 95 Conclusion St, Ascot Park, Porirua. The cost is $30 
per child.  Parents and teachers welcome too. For more information, or to book a place 
for your child, please phone Shirley on 232 3523 or email 
shirley.lawn@giftededucation.org.nz 
 

 

 
 



Onslow Kindergarten is again organising a Tour of 10 Khandallah KitchensTour of 10 Khandallah KitchensTour of 10 Khandallah KitchensTour of 10 Khandallah Kitchens, after the 
success of their 2008 Kitchen Tour.  Ten new Khandallah Kitchens (not previously seen 
on the 2008 Kitchen Tour) will be open to the paying public on Sunday 2 May from 
11am-3pm. Tickets Tickets Tickets Tickets $25.00 available from: Mischief shoes, Lambton Quay; Rosa Café, 
Khandallah; Boxhill Fashions, Ngaio; Trends, Johnsonville Mall; Inky Pinky, Marsden 
Village Karori and via the sponsor, Kitchen Elements, Porirua.  More information 
available at http://www.kitchenelements.co.nz 

 

  

“How To Handle Our Children When They Are Upset Or Angry““How To Handle Our Children When They Are Upset Or Angry““How To Handle Our Children When They Are Upset Or Angry““How To Handle Our Children When They Are Upset Or Angry“    
&&&& 

“How To Get Children To Do As They Are Told”“How To Get Children To Do As They Are Told”“How To Get Children To Do As They Are Told”“How To Get Children To Do As They Are Told” 

  

Diane Levy is the author of “Of course I love you…NOW GO TO YOUR ROOM” 

 

Tue 11 May @ 7.15 pm – 9.45 pm 

@ the Hall at Queen Margaret College 
Corner Hobson St & Fitzherbert Tce 

Thorndon 
Wellington 

  
Tickets $20 

  

Tickets available on www.parenthelp.org.nz or call  802 5767 

 

    


