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Term 1 - 2010
Dear Parents/Caregivers
2010 is now well underway and we are establishing sound routines with our students. We enjoyed meeting a number of parents at the community get-together, and look forward to meeting the rest at the first Learning Conferences later in the term. 
In your January letter informing you of your child’s class, you were given a web link for our Huia Syndicate site: http://sites.google.com/site/huiassite/  Username: tawaint@gmail.com  Password: Huia2010)
We have continued to use this site to post updates on our syndicate activity and learning links, and have received very positive feedback from many parents who appreciate being connected with the school in this way. We will continue to provide a paper newsletter each term for those without internet access, outlining the main points from site. Unless you advise us otherwise, we will assume that those who have requested a school newsletter in paper form, will also require a printed syndicate newsletter. 
 (
Syndicate Organisation
)                                                                                       
	Our syndicate is made up of two classes based in Rooms 4 and 5. Although the students are assigned to a particular teacher, (Mrs Moran or Mr Tolley), we will eventually operate as one whole class with both teachers taking responsibility for the learning of all the students. This will give us flexibility in setting up our work spaces and student groupings to cater for particular needs, such as ability levels, learning styles and gender differences. 

We hope that our students will be offered more choices in their learning paths, and we will make a special effort to accommodate tactile learners.
 (
Term 1 Learning
)
Our school-wide theme for the first six months is Citizenship. This fits well with our focus in the first few weeks on our school and classroom norms, and the key competencies which underpin the New Zealand Curriculum - managing self, relating to others, participating and contributing, thinking, and using language, symbols and texts.
We will also be examining what learning means to us and what conditions make learning most successful.
On 10 March we will be visiting the Royal New Zealand Police College and their museum, focusing on rights and responsibilities, and the contribution we can make as citizens and witnesses. We will need some parent help on this trip. Constable Ian Browne will also be leading us with the DARE programme throughout the term.

In Maths, we are consolidating basic facts, and practising numeracy strategies in the context of measurement.
We will be using the results of our assessments to target learning needs in reading, writing and spelling, and coaching students to identify their next steps and to set goals.
In P.E. we are establishing teamwork qualities and preparing for an interclass KO competition. Then we will be doing athletics, cricket and softball. There will be a school athletics day on 2 March.  
 (
Term 1 
Home 
Learning
)
Homework requirements are explained in the students’ Home Learning clearfile. Students need to time-manage their tasks in accordance with your own home learning expectations. We recognise that home commitments and expectations vary, and we will not put pressure on students whose parents/caregivers do not enforce home learning. There are specific requirements that students need to fulfil in order to earn a High Flier merit. This term, we are endeavouring to keep you informed of Unit tasks on the Huia Site. Planning sheets at the back of the folder replace the Home and School Diary.
 (
Uniform
)
Please ensure that students leave home in the correct uniform and that all clothing items are clearly labelled. Students need to bring P.E. gear to school every day.

We both welcome email contact if you have any concerns, questions or information to share. Apart from the Huia Site, we are establishing a syndicate blog, and other means for students to share their learning digitally. You are encouraged to engage in your child’s school activities by visiting the sites regularly and leaving comments. Please bear with us as we familiarise ourselves with the technologies and determine what content should be on the various forums. We appreciate your input.
Regards,
Helen Moran (helen.moran@tawaint.school.nz)
Michael Tolley (michael.tolley@tawaint.school.nz)
______________________________________________________________________________________
               
                      I will need a paper version of the Huia Syndicate Newsletter each term.

Child’s name__________________________________   Room ______________
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