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Term 2 – 2010
Dear Parents/Caregivers	
Welcome back to Term 2. Here is our programme for this term:
Literacy: Narrative writing, novel study, strategies for reading comprehension, spelling
Maths: Measurement/Geometry, Ratio and Proportion, Algebra – alongside problem solving, numeracy strategies and basic facts.
Unit: Continuation of Citizenship with individual inquiry work
Health and PE: Cross Country, Football, Dodgeball 
Te Reo Maori and Tikanga: Citizenship whakatauki, Maori terminology in maths, Matariki
Upcoming Events: 
Cultural Performance (Cost $4.50, unless already paid by invoice)
Fun Run – 12 May
School Cross Country – 26 May. 
Syndicate hangi – We are considering having a syndicate hangi during the week starting 14 June (Matariki). This would be dependent on us accessing the right gear. We have a possible source of baskets, sacks and stones, but would need firewood. We would also appreciate a cheap source of food to reduce costs to students. Please contact us if you can help in any way.
Digital Technologies
Last term our two classes began trialling e-portfolios to support our learning. This is a new journey for all of us, and we are conversing regularly about where they fit in with our use of paper portfolios and other electronic platforms.
Our current thinking is:
Learning Portfolios (paper-based in the clearfile) for results from schoolwide assessments
e-Portfolios record students’ goals, reflections, learning journeys, inquiries. Students are encouraged to add evidence of their learning in ‘Views’ which they can choose to share with parents, friends, relatives. They have the option of recording their home learning tasks digitally, rather than in their Home Learning clearfile. E-portfolios are to support learning and are not for social networking. 
Ultranet has links and resources that support our learning programmes and can be accessed by students at home. It also has USpace, which is a safe site for social networking within our school community.  
Home Learning
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]It became apparent at our learning conferences that many parents are not aware of our school’s home learning policy, which can be found under ‘Our Links’ on the school website. Home learning tasks are kept in a clearfile, which should travel between home and school regularly. Students are expected to complete a minimum of two reading worksheets, four unit tasks, and a SPEC homework task each term, and learn basic facts and spelling words for weekly testing. The spelling words should be tested two times at home during the week.
This term, students have the option of negotiating their four unit tasks with parents and their teacher to make it more relevant to them, and engaging. Tasks need to fit with parents’ home learning expectations and can be tailored to individual abilities and learning styles. There are still set unit tasks for those who do not wish to take this option. The home learning is set out on a separate sheet accompanying this newsletter.
Home Learning folders need to be brought to school so that notes, reminders and requests can be written in the diary pages at the back.
Uniform and PE
Please continue to support us in ensuring that students wear the correct uniform and bring the correct PE gear to school every day. Students must have a note explaining why any of the requirements cannot be met. It is particularly important that they have appropriate sports shoes, e.g. not Vans or skate shoes. 
Stationery
Please ask your child if they have all the stationery they need at school – pencils, blue pen, red pen, ruler, rubber, glue stick, pencil sharpener, lined refill. Many of the supplies have run out or been mislaid, and students are not replacing them.

Regards,
Helen Moran (helen.moran@tawaint.school.nz)
Michael Tolley (michael.tolley@tawaint.school.nz)


_______________________________________________________________________________________
We need this return slip from all students to ensure that the information has been received.
I have received the syndicate newsletter and home learning notice, and I am aware of the home learning requirements for Term 2.
Student name: ___________________________________
Signed: _________________________________________(Parent or caregiver)
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